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LAST Wednesday, the Governor 
of Victoria, Linda Dessau, met 
with His Majesty King Charles 
III at Balmoral, Aberdeenshire, 
Scotland.

This was the first meeting 
between the Governor and His 
Majesty, following His Majesty’s 
accession to the throne with the 
passing of Her Majesty the late 
Queen Elizabeth II in September.

Dessau serves as a represent-
ative of the monarch in Victoria 
and is the first female governor 
in the state of Victoria.

She became governor in 2015 
and was previously a family court 
judge.

The monarch, who is just over 
one month into his reign, wel-

comed Dessau at the royal castle 
in the Scottish Highlands.

In a statement shared to the 
Governor’s website it is explained 
that the meeting was an oppor-
tunity for Dessau to pass on con-
dolences on behalf of the people 
of Victoria and to convey to His 
Majesty the state’s best wishes for 
the coming years of his reign.

It is the second time the 
Governor has met with the mon-
arch of the United Kingdom. 
In 2015, the Governor met 
with Queen Elizabeth II at 
Buckingham Palace.

Wednesday’s engagement 
was the Governor’s first official 
meeting while in Scotland, and 
she is currently on official travel 
at the request of the Victorian 
Government.

Governor of Victoria Linda Dessau with His Majesty King Charles at 

Balmoral Castle, Scotland.  Photo: Victorian Governor’s Office website.
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ANTISEMITIC SLURS

Brisbane restaurant 
targeted
QUEENSLAND Jewish Board of 
Deputies president Jason Steinberg 
has condemned anti-Israel attacks 
on a restaurant in Brisbane, after the 
Israeli eatery was targeted for the 
second time in a year.

Yababa, in the suburb of 
Paddington, was targeted with anti-
Israel slurs on social media last week 
after being hit by a graffiti attack on 
the building last year.

One of the Instagram slurs 
exclaimed, “@Yababa Israeli food is 
stolen Palestinian culture. You bury 
Palestinians then sell their food off 
as your own, You are not welcome.” 
Another post stated, “What, stolen 
and soaked in blood? Sounds 
tempting. (There is no such thing as 
Israeli food).”

Steinberg told The AJN he was 
“disgusted and outraged at the 
hatred and antisemitic falsehoods 
shared on social media regarding this 
popular Israeli restaurant”.

‘HOMOPHOBIC DRIVEL’

Aleph vs Lamplighter
ALEPH Melbourne has hit back at 
Caulfield Chabad Lamplighter editor 
Mendy Rimler after he recycled what 
Aleph convenor Michael Barnett 
called “homophobic drivel”.

Late last week Aleph Melbourne, 
a support and advocacy group for 
Jewish people who identify as same-
sex attracted, trans, gender diverse, 
and intersex (LGBTIQ+), published an 
article on their website denouncing 
Rimler and Caulfield Chabad.

The article explained that both 
Rimler and Caulfield Chabad should 
“take a more responsible approach 
to the content they run in their 
Lamplighter and avoid stigmatising 
vulnerable minorities”. 

“Doing so feeds into the alarming 
rates of self-harm and suicide for 
people who are forced to hide or feel 
bad about same-sex attraction.”

The criticism is due to the use of 
a 15-year-old piece written by Yossy 
Goldman that Rimler repurposed for 
the cover of the September 30, 2022, 
Yom Kippur edition of Lamplighter.

‘BUZZING AGAIN’

Singalong at Lamm 
Library
IN the lead up to all the recent 
holidays, families with young 
children had the chance to learn and 
rehearse all their favourite yom tov 
songs with a singalong at the Lamm 
Jewish Library of Australia.

Led by musician Shani Weiss, 
dozens of parents and toddlers 
attended the event, hosted by the 
library, Habayit, Zionism Victoria 
(ZV) and the Zionist Federation of 
Australia.

“After the two years of lockdown, 
it’s great to see the Lamm Library 
and Beth Weizmann buzzing again,” 
said ZV executive director Zeddy 
Lawrence.

“As well as the singalong, Netzer 
and UJEB have both had sleepovers 
on the premises in the past couple 
of weeks and there have been 
various High Holy Day activities 
here, underscoring Beth Weizmann’s 
role as a community centre and the 
beating heart of Victorian Jewry.”
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Graffiti at a Brisbane Israeli 

restaurant last year.

The singalong at Lamm Library.
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With Private Credit continuing to grow as banks pull 
back their lending appetite, Bowery Capital has 
made some key staff appointments to support its 
growth.

The three incoming Directors have a wealth of 
experience working with some of Australia’s leading 
commercial and investment banks across both their 
property lending and investment areas.

Existing Bowery Director – Vann Fisher – explains 
that the new appointments will help Bowery to 
service the growing demand not only from 
Borrowers but also from Sophisticated Investors and 
advisory firms as investor appetite for mortgage 
investments continues it’s upward trend.

Incoming Executive Director - Alan Poole - has joined 
having previously had senior level experience at 
HSBC, Macquarie and Westpac Private.

Alan has held various roles in Commercial, 
Corporate Property, Institutional Banking and Private 
Wealth, with his last role being as General 
Manager for Westpac’s Private Wealth division in 
New South Wales and Queensland. 

Incoming Investment Director - Sal Materia - has 
joined having previously worked at ANZ, 

Macquarie and Westpac Private. 

Sal’s roles were predominantly investment focused 
where he partnered with family offices and ultra 
high net worth investors to support in the execution 
of their investment strategies. 

His deep expertise ranges across all asset classes, 
in particular the property sector.

Incoming Executive Director - Steve Kyriazis - has 
joined having previously worked as a Private Banker 
for a number of years at Westpac Private. 

Steve was the Managing Director of a large debt 
advisory business that executed in excess of $1b in 
debt transactions for ultra high net worth individuals. 

His deep property knowledge and extensive 
networks will be a welcome addition to the Bowery 
team.

Existing Bowery Director – Adam Smyth - stresses 
that not only will the Director appointments add to 
Bowery’s capacity to service and grow their investor 
and borrower customer bases but will also enhance 
the experience of the broader team as Bowery 
continues to navigate the current environment with a 
prudent and cautious approach.
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